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~ Lazarus ~
You can learn much more about this story by doing these three things:
1. Read John 11:1-46.
2. Discover key cultural and historical insights.
3. Answer the reflective questions.

1. Read the text of the story.
New American Standard Bible (NASB) Copyright © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995 by The Lockman Foundation
New Living Translation (NLT) Holy Bible. New Living Translation copyright© 1996, 2004, 2007 by Tyndale House Foundation. Used by permission of Tyndale
House Publishers Inc., Carol Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights reserved.

John 11:1-46 NASB

John 11:1-46 NLT

Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, the
village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 It was the Mary
who anointed the Lord with ointment, and wiped His
feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. 3 So
the sisters sent word to Him, saying, “Lord, behold, he
whom You love is sick.” 4 But when Jesus heard this, He
said, “This sickness is not to end in death, but for the
glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified by
it.” 5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and
Lazarus. 6 So when He heard that he was sick, He then
stayed two days longer in the place where He was.
7
Then after this He *said to the disciples, “Let us go to
Judea again.” 8 The disciples *said to Him, “Rabbi, the
Jews were just now seeking to stone You, and are You
going there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not
twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he
does not stumble, because he sees the light of this
world. 10 But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles,
because the light is not in him.” 11 This He said, and
after that He *said to them, “Our friend Lazarus has
fallen asleep; but I go, so that I may awaken him out of
sleep.” 12 The disciples then said to Him, “Lord, if he has
fallen asleep, he will recover.” 13 Now Jesus had spoken
of his death, but they thought that He was speaking of
14
literal sleep. So Jesus then said to them plainly,
“Lazarus is dead, 15 and I am glad for your sakes that I
was not there, so that you may believe; but let us go to
him.” 16 Therefore Thomas, who is called Didymus, said
to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, so that we may
die with Him.”

A man named Lazarus was sick. He lived in Bethany with
his sisters, Mary and Martha. 2 This is the Mary who
later poured the expensive perfume on the Lord’s feet
and wiped them with her hair. Her brother, Lazarus,
was sick. 3 So the two sisters sent a message to Jesus
telling him, “Lord, your dear friend is very sick.”

17

4

But when Jesus heard about it he said, “Lazarus’s
sickness will not end in death. No, it happened for the
glory of God so that the Son of God will receive glory
from this.” 5 So although Jesus loved Martha, Mary, and
Lazarus, 6 he stayed where he was for the next two
days. 7 Finally, he said to his disciples, “Let’s go back to
Judea.”
8

But his disciples objected. “Rabbi,” they said, “only a
few days ago the people in Judea were trying to stone
you. Are you going there again?”
9

Jesus replied, “There are twelve hours of daylight
every day. During the day people can walk safely. They
can see because they have the light of this world. 10 But
at night there is danger of stumbling because they have
no light.” 11 Then he said, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen
asleep, but now I will go and wake him up.”
12

The disciples said, “Lord, if he is sleeping, he will soon
get better!” 13 They thought Jesus meant Lazarus was
simply sleeping, but Jesus meant Lazarus had died.
14

So when Jesus came, He found that he had already
been in the tomb four days. 18 Now Bethany was near
Jerusalem, about two miles off; 19 and many of the Jews
had come to Martha and Mary, to console them
concerning their brother. 20 Martha therefore, when she

So he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15 And for
your sakes, I’m glad I wasn’t there, for now you will
really believe. Come, let’s go see him.”
16

Thomas, nicknamed the Twin, said to his fellow
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heard that Jesus was coming, went to meet Him, but
Mary stayed at the house. 21 Martha then said to Jesus,
“Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have
died. 22 Even now I know that whatever You ask of God,
God will give You.” 23 Jesus *said to her, “Your brother
24
will rise again.” Martha *said to Him, “I know that he
will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.”
25
Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life;
he who believes in Me will live even if he dies, 26 and
everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die.
Do you believe this?” 27 She *said to Him, “Yes, Lord; I
have believed that You are the Christ, the Son of God,
even He who comes into the world.”

disciples, “Let’s go, too—and die with Jesus.”
17

When Jesus arrived at Bethany, he was told that
Lazarus had already been in his grave for four days.
18
Bethany was only a few miles down the road from
Jerusalem, 19 and many of the people had come to
console Martha and Mary in their loss. 20 When Martha
got word that Jesus was coming, she went to meet him.
But Mary stayed in the house. 21 Martha said to Jesus,
“Lord, if only you had been here, my brother would not
have died. 22 But even now I know that God will give you
whatever you ask.”
23

28

When she had said this, she went away and called
Mary her sister, saying secretly, “The Teacher is here
and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she
*got up quickly and was coming to Him.

Jesus told her, “Your brother will rise again.”

24

“Yes,” Martha said, “he will rise when everyone else
rises, at the last day.”
25

30

Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was
still in the place where Martha met Him. 31 Then the
Jews who were with her in the house, and consoling
her, when they saw that Mary got up quickly and went
out, they followed her, supposing that she was going to
the tomb to weep there. 32 Therefore, when Mary came
where Jesus was, she saw Him, and fell at His feet,
saying to Him, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother
would not have died.” 33 When Jesus therefore saw her
weeping, and the Jews who came with her also
weeping, He was deeply moved in spirit and was
troubled, 34 and said, “Where have you laid him?” They
*said to Him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus wept. 36 So
the Jews were saying, “See how He loved him!” 37 But
some of them said, “Could not this man, who opened
the eyes of the blind man, have kept this man also from
dying?”
38

So Jesus, again being deeply moved within, *came to
the tomb. Now it was a cave, and a stone was lying
39
against it. Jesus *said, “Remove the stone.” Martha,
the sister of the deceased, *said to Him, “Lord, by this
time there will be a stench, for he has been dead four
days.” 40 Jesus *said to her, “Did I not say to you that if
you believe, you will see the glory of God?” 41 So they
removed the stone. Then Jesus raised His eyes, and
said, “Father, I thank You that You have heard Me. 42 I
knew that You always hear Me; but because of the
people standing around I said it, so that they may
believe that You sent Me.” 43 When He had said these
things, He cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come
forth.” 44 The man who had died came forth, bound

Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and the life.
Anyone who believes in me will live, even after dying.
26
Everyone who lives in me and believes in me will
never ever die. Do you believe this, Martha?”
27

“Yes, Lord,” she told him. “I have always believed you
are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one who has come
into the world from God.” 28 Then she returned to Mary.
She called Mary aside from the mourners and told her,
“The Teacher is here and wants to see you.” 29 So Mary
immediately went to him.
30

Jesus had stayed outside the village, at the place
where Martha met him. 31 When the people who were
at the house consoling Mary saw her leave so hastily,
they assumed she was going to Lazarus’s grave to weep.
So they followed her there. 32 When Mary arrived and
saw Jesus, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if only you
had been here, my brother would not have died.”
33

When Jesus saw her weeping and saw the other
people wailing with her, a deep anger welled up within
him, and he was deeply troubled. 34 “Where have you
put him?” he asked them.
They told him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Then Jesus
wept. 36 The people who were standing nearby said,
“See how much he loved him!” 37 But some said, “This
man healed a blind man. Couldn’t he have kept Lazarus
from dying?”
38

Jesus was still angry as he arrived at the tomb, a cave
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hand and foot with wrappings, and his face was
wrapped around with a cloth. Jesus *said to them,
“Unbind him, and let him go.”
45

Therefore many of the Jews who came to Mary, and
saw what He had done, believed in Him. 46 But some of
them went to the Pharisees and told them the things
which Jesus had done.

with a stone rolled across its entrance. 39 “Roll the stone
aside,” Jesus told them.
But Martha, the dead man’s sister, protested, “Lord, he
has been dead for four days. The smell will be terrible.”
40

Jesus responded, “Didn’t I tell you that you would see
God’s glory if you believe?” 41 So they rolled the stone
aside. Then Jesus looked up to heaven and said,
“Father, thank you for hearing me. 42 You always hear
me, but I said it out loud for the sake of all these people
standing here, so that they will believe you sent me.”
43
Then Jesus shouted, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 And the
dead man came out, his hands and feet bound in
graveclothes, his face wrapped in a headcloth. Jesus
told them, “Unwrap him and let him go!”
45

Many of the people who were with Mary believed in
Jesus when they saw this happen. 46 But some went to
the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done.

2. Discover key cultural and historical insights
The following insights are from the article on Bethany in Wikipedia
Capper and others have concluded that ancient Bethany was the site of an almshouse for the poor
and a place of care for the sick. There is a hint of association between Bethany and care for the
unwell in the Gospels: Mark tells of Simon the Leper's house there (Mark 14:3-10); Jesus receives
urgent word of Lazarus' illness from Bethany (John 11:1-12:11).
According to the Temple Scroll from Qumran, three places for the care of the sick, including one for
lepers, are to be located to the east of Jerusalem. The passage also defines a (minimum) radius of
three thousand cubits (circa 1,800 yards) around the city within which nothing unclean shall be seen
(XLVI:13-18). Since Bethany was, according to John, fifteen stadia (about 1.72 miles) from the holy
city, care for the sick there corresponded with the requirements of the Temple Scroll (the stadion
being ideally 600 feet (180 m) or 400 cubits). Whereas Bethphage is probably to be identified
with At-Tur, located on the peak of the Mount of Olives with a magnificent view of Jerusalem,
Bethany lay below to the southeast, out of view of the Temple Mount, which may have made its
location suitable as a place for care of the sick, "out of view" of the Temple.
From this it is possible to deduce that the mention of Simon the Leper at Bethany in Mark's Gospel
suggests that the Essenes, or pious patrons from Jerusalem who held to a closely similar view of
ideal arrangements, settled lepers at Bethany. Such influence on the planning of Jerusalem and its
environs (and even its Temple) may have been possible especially during the reign of Herod the
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Great (36-4 B.C.), whose favour towards the Essenes was noted by Josephus (Antiquities 15.10.5
[373-8]).
Reta Halteman Finger approves Capper's judgment that only in the context of an almshouse at
Bethany, where the poor were received and assisted, could Jesus remark that "The poor you will
always have with you" (Mark 14:7; Matthew 26:11) without sounding callous. Ling follows Capper's
thesis concerning the connection between then place-name Bethany and the location there of an
almshouse. Capper and Ling note that it is only in Bethany we find mention of the poor on the lips of
the disciples, who object that the expensive perfumed oil poured over Jesus there might have been
sold and the proceeds given to the poor (Mark 14:5; Matthew 26:8-9; John 12:4-6 [where the
objection is made by Judas]); this objection may have been made in embarrassment and may also
suggest a special connection between Bethany and care for the poor
It has also been suggested, based on the names found carved on thousands of ossuaries at the site,
that Bethany in the time of Jesus was settled by people from Galilee who had come to live by
Jerusalem. This would explain why Jesus and the disciples, as Galileans, would find it convenient to
stay here when visiting Jerusalem.

Answer these reflective questions.
Luke 10:38-42 tells us about Jesus’ previous visit to the home of Lazarus, Martha, and Mary. At that
time there was conflict between Martha and Mary. Yet, we find that they are still greatly loved by
Jesus in the John story. What does this tell us about the love of Jesus Christ for people, even though
they have problems?

When Mary and Martha sent word that their brother Lazarus was sick, do you believe they were
confident Jesus would come? How do you think they felt when Jesus did not arrive in time, and
seemed to purposely stay away?
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Have you ever felt like God has not answered your prayers, or is late? How does that make you feel?
Does this story encourage your heart in any way?

Why do you think Jesus said “this sickness is not for death but for the glory of God?” In what way did
it show God’s glory?

What did the people believe about Jesus before Lazarus died? What did the people believe about
Jesus after he raised Lazarus? What do you believe about Jesus?
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