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~ The Prodigal Son and His Prodigal Father Part 2~
You can learn much more about this story by doing these three things:
1. Read Luke 15:11-32.
2. Discover key cultural and historical insights.
3. Answer the reflective questions.

1. Read the text of the story.
New American Standard Bible (NASB) Copyright © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995 by The Lockman Foundation
New Living Translation (NLT) Holy Bible. New Living Translation copyright© 1996, 2004, 2007 by Tyndale House Foundation. Used by permission of Tyndale
House Publishers Inc., Carol Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights reserved.

Luke 15:11-32 NASB

Luke 14:1-24 NLT

And He said, “A man had two sons. 12 The younger of
them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of
the estate that falls to me.’ So he divided his wealth
between them. 13 And not many days later, the younger
son gathered everything together and went on a
journey into a distant country, and there he squandered
his estate with loose living. 14 Now when he had spent
everything, a severe famine occurred in that country,
and he began to be impoverished. 15 So he went and
hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country,
and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. 16 And he
would have gladly filled his stomach with the pods that
the swine were eating, and no one was giving anything
to him. 17 But when he came to his senses, he said, ‘How
many of my father’s hired men have more than enough
bread, but I am dying here with hunger! 18 I will get up
and go to my father, and will say to him, “Father, I have
sinned against heaven, and in your sight; 19 I am no
longer worthy to be called your son; make me as one of
your hired men.”’ 20 So he got up and came to his
father. But while he was still a long way off, his father
saw him and felt compassion for him, and ran and
embraced him and kissed him. 21 And the son said to
him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your
sight; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’
22
But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly bring out the
best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand
and sandals on his feet; 23 and bring the fattened calf,
kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24 for this son of
mine was dead and has come to life again; he was lost
and has been found.’ And they began to celebrate.

To illustrate the point further, Jesus told them this
story: “A man had two sons. 12 The younger son told his
father, ‘I want my share of your estate now before you
die.’ So his father agreed to divide his wealth between
his sons.
13

“A few days later this younger son packed all his
belongings and moved to a distant land, and there he
wasted all his money in wild living. 14 About the time his
money ran out, a great famine swept over the land, and
he began to starve. 15 He persuaded a local farmer to
hire him, and the man sent him into his fields to feed
the pigs. 16 The young man became so hungry that even
the pods he was feeding the pigs looked good to him.
But no one gave him anything.
17

“When he finally came to his senses, he said to
himself, ‘At home even the hired servants have food
enough to spare, and here I am dying of hunger! 18 I will
go home to my father and say, “Father, I have sinned
against both heaven and you, 19 and I am no longer
worthy of being called your son. Please take me on as a
hired servant.”’
20

“So he returned home to his father. And while he was
still a long way off, his father saw him coming. Filled
with love and compassion, he ran to his son, embraced
him, and kissed him. 21 His son said to him, ‘Father, I
have sinned against both heaven and you, and I am no
longer worthy of being called your son.’
22

25

“Now his older son was in the field, and when he
came and approached the house, he heard music and

“But his father said to the servants, ‘Quick! Bring the
finest robe in the house and put it on him. Get a ring for
his finger and sandals for his feet. 23 And kill the calf we
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dancing. 26 And he summoned one of the servants and
began inquiring what these things could be. 27 And he
said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father
has killed the fattened calf because he has received him
back safe and sound.’ 28 But he became angry and was
not willing to go in; and his father came out and began
pleading with him. 29 But he answered and said to his
father, ‘Look! For so many years I have been serving you
and I have never neglected a command of yours; and
yet you have never given me a young goat, so that I
might celebrate with my friends; 30 but when this son of
yours came, who has devoured your wealth with
prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him.’ 31 And
he said to him, ‘Son, you have always been with me,
and all that is mine is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate
and rejoice, for this brother of yours was dead and has
begun to live, and was lost and has been found.’”

have been fattening. We must celebrate with a feast,
24
for this son of mine was dead and has now returned
to life. He was lost, but now he is found.’ So the party
began.
25

“Meanwhile, the older son was in the fields working.
When he returned home, he heard music and dancing
in the house, 26 and he asked one of the servants what
was going on. 27 ‘Your brother is back,’ he was told, ‘and
your father has killed the fattened calf. We are
celebrating because of his safe return.’
28

“The older brother was angry and wouldn’t go in. His
29
father came out and begged him, but he replied, ‘All
these years I’ve slaved for you and never once refused
to do a single thing you told me to. And in all that time
you never gave me even one young goat for a feast with
my friends. 30 Yet when this son of yours comes back
after squandering your money on prostitutes, you
celebrate by killing the fattened calf!’
31

“His father said to him, ‘Look, dear son, you have
always stayed by me, and everything I have is yours.
32
We had to celebrate this happy day. For your brother
was dead and has come back to life! He was lost, but
now he is found!’”

2. Discover key cultural and historical insights
From Poet and Peasant by Kenneth Bailey (Numbers represent page numbers)
The Older Son
 The music and dancing would have been loud and boisterous so that the older son would have
heard it before he arrived home. 192
 The older son could tell by the music that a joyous occasion was taking place. Normally, a son
would enter the joy but this one is cautious. 193
 He asks a young boy. Young children would congregate outside to talk, dance, and play. It is
natural for the older son to meet them first and to ask one of them what is happening. 194
 The Greek text says that the older son kept asking questions. He wanted to find out the
condition of his brother, particularly if he is rich or poor and he gets his information from the
boy. 194
 Normally, the older son would have the responsibility to ensure everyone was having enough
and having a good time. All this is to honor the special guest. He would be expected to embrace
and congratulate his brother and receive compliments from the guests on the return of the
brother. 194-95
 Not to enter was an insult to the father that is doubly an insult when he argues with his father in
public. 195
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After such an insult, the community would expect the father to rebuke his older son and reenter the banquet. Instead, the father shows love to the older son and seeks to reconcile him.
196
After the reconciliation attempt by the father, the older son addresses him but without a title.
This is another insult. 196
The younger son was rebellious outside the house. The older was rebellious “within the house.”
197
The older son calls the prodigal, “your son,” instead of “my brother”, thus alienating himself
from his family. 198-99
“He took your living.” This was the older brother’s reminder that the younger son should have
kept his part for his father. He is saying that the younger son doesn’t love his father. 199
The older son adds “harlots.” This is the first use of it in the parable. It is an exaggeration and an
attempt to make him seem worse. 199
The father could have ordered the older son into the house in order to save face, but that would
not have changed him and would have kept him in his condition of slavery. 200
When the father speaks to him, he uses the tender word, “my child.” 200
“All that is mine is yours.” The father assures the son that his rights are protected.
“You never gave me a kid.” The older did not take the right of disposition. But now that he
mentions it, it sounds like he wants his father dead just as the younger one had wished. The
younger son had all the banquets he wanted and the older had none. Now the older wants a
banquet, too. 202
Jesus does not finish the story. He leaves everyone to make up his own conclusion. As He
gathers the outcasts of Israel in His compassion – the tax collectors and sinners – He invites the
religious authorities to join Him in celebration. But they must choose to “come in the house
with Him for the celebration.”

3. Answer these reflective questions.
What kind of relationship do you think the older son had with his father?

What kind of relationship did the older son have with his younger brother?

Stories of the Master is a ministry of Word of God, Speak!
Contact us at WGS PO Box 90047San Antonio, TX 78209USA
Web – www.WGSpeak.org email – Jonathan@WGSpeak.org

Learning More with

Stories of the Master
Web – www.StoriesoftheMaster.com email – Stories@storiesoftheMaster.com

Why do you think the older brother did not want to enter the party?

What do we learn from the father because he came out to the younger son who had insulted him?

Do you know anyone like the older son? Pray for him now.

Why did Jesus leave the story hanging? Do you think he wanted people to think about what he had
just told?
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